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As the price of chana dal (gram dal) continued to
increase ahead of the upcoming festivities, the
Union Consumer A�airs Ministry launched the
second phase of retail sale of ‘Bharat Chana Dal’
in New Delhi on Wednesday. The all-India
average price of gram dal was ₹94.67 a kg on
Wednesday. Three lakh tonnes of chana, made
available from the price stabilisation bu�er stock,
will be converted to ‘chana dal’ and ‘chana

whole’ for retail sale to consumers at a price of
₹70 a kg and ₹58 a kg, respectively.

Centre resumes retail sale 
of pulses as prices rise 

INBRIEF
�

The Allahabad High Court on Wednesday
rejected a plea �led by the Sunni Central Waqf
Board to recall its January 11 order on
consolidating 15 suits �led by the Hindu side in
the Mathura-based Krishna Janmabhoomi-Shahi
Idgah dispute. “The court has inherent power
under Section 151 of the Code of Civil Procedure
which allows the court to order consolidation of
suits in case the situation so demands.
Essentially, an order for consolidation of suits is
to secure the ends of justice and to prevent the
abuse of process of court,” Justice Mayank Kumar
Jain said in an order. 

Krishna Janmabhoomi case:
plea to recall order rejected

A Delhi court recently acquitted two men,
including a distant relative of Gurugram Lok
Sabha MP Rao Inderjit Singh, who were charged
with kidnapping the son of corporate lobbyist
Niira Radia in 2003. Additional Sessions Judge
Ravindra Kumar Pandey of Saket Court on
October 16 acquitted Dheeraj Singh and Vijay
Kumar who were charged under several Indian
Penal Code (IPC) sections as the prosecution
failed to prove the charges beyond reasonable
doubt. Dheeraj was former business associate of
Ms. Radia. 

Two charged with kidnapping
of Niira Radia’s son acquitted 

O
pposition Maha Vi-
kas Aghadi (MVA)
alliance on Wed-

nesday provided di�ering
views on its seat-sharing ar-
rangement for the Maha-
rashtra Assembly election.

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
and Rajya Sabha member
Sanjay Raut, while address-
ing presspersons on Wed-
nesday, spoke of consen-
sus on 270 seats.

“All three parties have
agreed on an 85-85-85 for-
mula (85 seats each), with a
few seats reserved for
smaller parties. We have
consensus on 270 seats.
The discussions on the re-
maining seats with our al-
liance partners will start
tomorrow,” Mr. Raut said. 

The Congress, however,
has denied agreement over

the 85-85-85 formula. “In
the meeting, we all agreed
on the formula of 90 seats
for each party, which
would be announced today
(Wednesday), but Mr. Raut
announced a di�erent for-
mula,” a source in the Con-

gress said.
Earlier, a war of words

had erupted between Mah-
arashtra Congress chief Na-
na Patole and Mr. Raut ov-
er seat sharing, with Mr.
Raut terming the State
Congress leadership “in-

capable” of taking
decisions.

Shiv Sena (UBT) list

The Shiv Sena (UBT) has re-
leased its �rst list of 65 can-
didates to contest in the
election. 

However, Mr. Raut said
the list had some errors
and would be re-released
after corrections.

Former Minister Aadi-
tya Thackeray is contesting
again from Mumbai’s Worli
constituency. His cousin
and Yuva Sena leader Va-
run Desai has been nomi-
nated for the Bandra East
constituency.

The Congress reiterated
its claim strongly over the
Chandrapur and Aheri
seats in a seat sharing
meeting held on Wednes-
day, party sources said.

Maharashtra goes to the
polls on November 20.

MVA allies di�er on deal
to contest 85 seats each 

Poll ready: Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay Raut with Maharashtra

Congress president Nana Patole in Mumbai on Wednesday. PTI

We have consensus on 270 seats, says Sanjay Raut; discussions on the remaining seats with our

alliance partners will start tomorrow, he adds; Cong. denies agreement over the 85-85-85 formula 
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MUMBAI

Putting an end to rumours
that he would step aside
for his younger son Jay Pa-
war, Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) chief and Mah-
arashtra Deputy Chief Mi-
nister Ajit Pawar will con-
test the Assembly election
from the family stronghold
of Baramati.

The NCP, which is con-
testing the election in al-
liance with the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and Shiv
Sena as part of the Mahay-
uti alliance, released the
�rst list of 38 candidates,
including 26 sitting MLAs,

on Wednesday.
Voting for all 288 seats

will take place in a single
phase on November 20,
with the results set to be
declared on November 23.

Mr. Ajit Pawar is expect-
ed to face a challenge from
his nephew, Yugendra Pa-
war of the NCP (SP), mark-
ing the second political
battle within the Pawar fa-
mily over control of the Ba-
ramati constituency. In the
recent Lok Sabha election,
the 65-year-old leader’s
wife, Sunetra Pawar, con-
tested the Baramati seat
against his cousin Supriya
Sule, daughter of NCP pa-
triarch Sharad Pawar, but

lost. Ms. Sunetra was later
nominated to the Rajya
Sabha by the party.

Late on Tuesday, the
Shiv Sena released its �rst
list of 45 candidates, in-
cluding Chief Minister Ek-
nath Shinde, who will con-

test from
Kopri-Pachpakhadi in
Thane city. The list fea-
tures more than half-a-do-
zen Cabinet members con-
testing from their
respective constituencies.

To renominate MLAs

The NCP is renominating a
majority of MLAs who sid-
ed with Mr. Ajit Pawar fol-
lowing his rebellion against
his uncle, Sharad Pawar, in
July last year. 

The list includes three
defectors, with former
Congress MLAs Sulbha
Khodke from Amravati and
Hiraman Khoskar from
Nashik’s Igatpuri now con-

testing these seats as NCP
candidates.

Former Minister Rajku-
mar Badole, who recently
left the BJP to join the NCP,
has been chosen as the
candidate for Arjuni-Mor-
gaon constituency in Gon-
dia district replacing in-
cumbent legislator
Manohar Chandrikapure.

Assembly Deputy
Speaker Narhari Zirwal has
been �elded from Dindori
and Cabinet Minister and
prominent OBC leader
Chhagan Bhujbal from Ye-
ola. 

Bharat Gavit, son of
Congress veteran late Ma-
nikrao Gavit, has been

�elded from Navapur. The
list of candidates includes
Manisha Ravindra Waykar
for Jogeshwari (East), Su-
has Dwarkanath Kande for
Nandgaon, Pradip Shivna-
rayan Jaiswal for Chhatra-
pati Sambhajinagar (Mid-
dle), and Balaji Devidasrao
Kalyankar for Nanded
North.

Sada Sarvankar has
been nominated to �ght
from the Mahim consti-
tuency, where he will face
Amit Thackeray, the son of
MNS leader Raj Thackeray.

A second list is expected
to be released following
the one put out on Wed-
nesday. 

NCP releases �rst list, Ajit Pawar to contest from Baramati 
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Ajit Pawar

The controversy over au-
dio clips leaked online ear-
lier this year, with Manipur
Chief Minister Biren Singh
is purportedly heard impli-
cating himself for his al-
leged role in the State’s eth-
nic con�ict, has reached
the Supreme Court.

The Kuki Organisation
for Human Rights Trust
has �led a petition in the
top court seeking a court-
monitored probe into the
leaked audio tapes.

Kuki body
seeks probe
by SIT into
audio tapes
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The Jharkhand Mukti Mor-
cha ( JMM) on Wednesday
named Mahua Maji as its
candidate for the Ranchi
constituency.

Ms. Maji, a Rajya Sabha
member, will contest
against Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) MLA C.P. Singh.
The Ranchi seat is consi-
dered a BJP stronghold
that Mr. Singh has won six
times in a row. In the pre-
vious Assembly election,
Ms. Maji gave him a tough
�ght, though Mr. Singh
prevailed by a margin of
more than 5,000 votes.

Late on Tuesday, the
JMM released its �rst list of
35 candidates in which
Chief Minister Hemant So-
ren and his wife Kalpana
Soren have retained the
Barhait and Gandey As-
sembly seats, respectively.
The Chief Minister’s youn-
ger brother Basant Soren
has been �elded from the
Dumka seat again.

The BJP is still searching
for a strong candidate for
Barhait to take on Mr. So-
ren. The JMM has not yet
announced a candidate
against former Chief Minis-
ter Champai Soren in the
Saraikela Assembly
constituency.

The JMM has dropped
sitting MLA Dinesh William
Marandi from Littipara and
has �elded Hemlal Murmu.
The list named Dhananjay
Soren as its candidate
against the BJP’s Lobin
Hembram from the Borio
Assembly seat.

There could be a
“friendly �ght” in the

Dhanwar seat between the
JMM and its INDIA bloc ally
the Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist-Leninist). 

The Left party has �eld-
ed Rajkumar Yadav from
this seat and the JMM has
named its former MLA Ni-
zamuddin Ansari as a
contender.

Reacting to the JMM’s
ticket distribution, Assam
Chief Minister and co-in-
charge of the BJP’s Jhark-
hand election, Himanta
Biswa Sarma, on Wednes-
day said the list “clearly re-
�ected dynasty politics”.
Referring to some BJP lead-
ers joining the JMM, he
said, “If needed, the BJP
could supply additional
candidates to the JMM.”

Mr. Sarma campaigned
in the Hussainabad As-
sembly constituency for
party candidate Kamlesh
Singh.

In Chatra, Rashtriya Ja-
nata Dal leader Tejashwi
Yadav campaigned for par-
ty candidate Rashmi Pra-
kash and blamed the BJP
for “ruining the State”.

Polling for the 81-mem-
ber Assembly in the State
will be held on November
13 and November 20, and
votes will be counted on
November 23.

JMM �elds Mahua
Maji from BJP’s
stronghold Ranchi 

Mahua Maji after winning 

the Rajya Sabha seat in 2022.
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The Congress and the Left
Front, led by the Commu-
nist Party of India (Mar-
xist), have �elded separate
candidates for the byelec-
tions in six Assembly con-
stituencies in West Bengal,
indicating that the long-
standing electoral under-
standing between the two
in the State may have come
to a halt. 

This comes after the
Congress appointed Sub-
hankar Sarkar president of
the West Bengal Pradesh
Congress Committee in
September, replacing Ad-
hir Ranjan Chowdhury. Mr.
Chowdhury was seen as
the force behind the Left-
Congress alliance in the
State since 2016.

Six constituencies 

The six constituencies go-
ing to the polls on Novem-
ber 13 are Naihati, Haroa,
Midnapore, Sitai (SC), Ma-

darihat (ST), and Taldan-
gra. 

The Trinamool Con-
gress had won �ve of the
seats in the 2021 Assembly
election, while the BJP won
Madarihat in north Bengal.
The byelections were ne-
cessitated after the MLAs
were elected to the Lok
Sabha earlier this year. 

The Trinamool Con-
gress, the Bharatiya Janata
Party, the Left Front, and
the Congress have �elded
candidates for the byelec-
tions, setting the stage for a
four-cornered contest. 

The Congress an-
nounced its candidates for
the six seats on Tuesday, a
day after the Left Front an-
nounced candidates for
�ve seats. 

No Left-Congress
alliance for Assembly
byelections in Bengal 

The Trinamool, BJP,
Left Front, and
Congress have
�elded candidates
for the byelections
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KOLKATA

Three BJP MPs have writ-
ten to Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla demanding that
the police �le a case
against Trinamool Con-
gress MP Kalyan Banerjee
for the “unprecedented
violence” at the meeting of
the Joint Committee on
Waqf (Amendment) Bill
2024 on Tuesday. They al-
so sought his suspension
from the Lok Sabha till the
police investigation was
completed. 

Mr. Banerjee reportedly
smashed a bottle during a
heated exchange with BJP
MP Abhijit Gangopadhyay
at the meeting. 

BJP seeks case
against MP 
for ruckus at
Waqf meeting
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